
How the School Food Plan office is organised and funded. 
 
Henry Dimbleby and John Vincent, co-founders of Leon Restaurants, were asked in the 
summer of 2012 by the then Secretary of State for Education, Michael Gove, to conduct a 
review of school food.  
 
During the review year, Henry and John gave their considerable personal time for free 
(and have continued to do so since the publication of the Plan in July 2013).   
 
A School Food Plan office was set up in August 2013, and Myles Bremner was appointed 
as its Director, supported by a Coordinator and communications support.  Myles and his 
team have been employed through the Leon Foundation, a registered charity (with 
Henry and John as Trustees).   
 
The School Food Plan office has been funded through charitable funding from the 
Sainsbury Family Trusts and the Rothschild Foundation, as well as through specific 
Department for Education contracts and other limited funding from Public Health 
England and Defra for educational activities.  The charitable funding paid for vital 
research and evaluation of school food, leading to an evidence base on which to place 
the School Food Plan’s 16 actions and its recommendation to roll-out universal free 
school meals.  
 
The Department for Education contracts paid for consultancy days for Myles Bremner 
and administrative costs, and to fund the delivery of specific actions from the Plan, such 
as project managing the school food standards work, delivering an UIFSM toolkit, and 
working with the Greater London Authority on setting up the London Food Flagships.   
 
The School Food Plan office (via the Leon Foundation) also received a donation of £31k 
from Brakes plc to help pay for a secondment to work on the Small Schools Taskforce.  
The Caterlink Charitable Foundation donated £150k over two years to fund the costs 
associated with setting up and running the School Food Plan’s What Works Well 
resource and website – funding case studies, films and other important resources for 
schools. 
 
In August 2015, the contract from the DfE to run the School Food Plan office passed 
from the Leon Foundation direct to Myles Bremner.  This is an eight-month contract 
which finishes at the end of March 2016. 
 
Over the nearly three year period July 2013 to March 2016, total government funding 
from the Department for Education, Defra and Public Health England to the School Food 
Plan office has not exceeded £500,000.  Donations from the Rothschild Foundation and 
the Sainsburys Charitable Trusts, charitable foundations and other Trusts have totaled 
£520,000. 
 
Accounts for the Leon Foundation are filed at Companies House and will also be 
uploaded to the Charity Commission Charity Register when accounts are due. We have 
also published details of our work, including our meetings diary on the School Food Plan 
website, www.schoolfoodplan.com.  A School Food Plan Annual Update can be viewed 
on the School Food Plan website here. 
 

http://www.schoolfoodplan.com/
http://www.schoolfoodplan.com/school-food-plan-annual-update/

